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FADE IN:

BLACK SCREEN

Rock music playing.

EXT. AT SEA - SOUTH BAHAMAS - DAY

JEFF ELLIOTT, a 40-year-old enjoying the day on a chartered 
fishing boat, The Marquis.

There are seven other ANGLERS and a CREW of two. 

The song has now turned to a radio playing on the deck.

INT. MARQUIS BRIDGE - DAY

CAPTAIN LARRY DREW(50s), a rough, weathered-skin seaman with 
a envious smile, is at the wheel.

The FIRST MATE TOM (30s), young looking, but strong and 
stocky, stands next to Larry, looking at the depth reader.

The anglers on the deck enjoy some beer, while their lines 
dangle in the water. 

Larry turns to the anglers.

LARRY
We’re showing some activity, so 
everyone watch your poles.

EXT. STORM AT A DISTANCE - LATER

A view of a storm miles away.

Black clouds. Rain. Lightning and thunder. Ominous.

INT. MARQUIS BRIDGE - DAY

Back on the boat. Tom is steering.

TOM
Captain? 

Larry comes in from the deck.

LARRY
What is it?



Tom nods towards the radar screen.

TOM
We got a bad storm coming our way, 
fast.

Larry hugs the radar screen.

LARRY
Head due South. Maybe we can make 
for those shoals. Meanwhile, it’s 
go time for our guests.

Tom rotates the wheel turning South.

TOM
Aye, Aye, Captain.

Larry returns to the deck where the anglers are.

Jeff’s pole bends towards the water’s surface.

JEFF
I got one!

IN A TERRIBLE STORM

The Marquis is being tossed like a toy boat in a wave pool. 
Water is sloshing around, overtaking the craft.

ON THE BRIDGE

Larry is at the helm on the radio.

LARRY
May Day! May Day! This is Captain 
Drew of The Marquis out at 
longitude/latitude 26N -78W.

IN THE CABIN

All the anglers are hunkered down. One of them is heaving in 
the corner. All the anglers look scared shitless.

ON THE DECK

Seawater is flooding the deck and flowing down into the 
engine compartment through a lopsided engine compartment lid 
on the deck.
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ON THE BRIDGE

LARRY
What happened to the pump?!

TOM
It’s swamped and dead.

LARRY
Holy Hell! What else can go wrong?!

Larry turns to the Tom. 

LARRY (CONT’D)
You’d better get the life vests!

TOM
Aye!

Tom leaves the bridge. 

IN THE CABIN

Tom, arms full of life vests, throws them to the anglers.

TOM
Put these on. It’s going to get 
rougher.

Tom turns to leave but gets slammed against the doorway and 
falls backward.

The engine SPUTTERS and the lights flicker.

Tom grabs a flashlight and turns it on.

The anglers in a cone of light are huddled and tossed about.

Water rushes into the cabin.

TOM (CONT’D)
Get those on! We’re going down!

INT. WRIGHT'S HOUSE - PARENT’S ROOM - DAY

MARY WRIGHT, a 9-year-old girl, sits on the bed playing with 
a couple of dolls. 

THERESA WRIGHT, her 30-year-old mother in the middle of 
packing suitcases. 
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THERESA
Mary, you excited?

Mary grabs one of the dolls to talk to Theresa.

MARY
(in a made up doll voice)

They said it’s like Disneyland on 
the ocean.

THERESA
That’s what they say.

Mary plays with her dolls again.

Theresa stops packing and looks at Mary. 

Mary looks down at herself in confusion.

MARY
What?

THERESA
Wouldn’t you prefer big girl toys?

MARY
I like my dolls. You want me to --?

THERESA
No, it’s okay. Forget about it.

INT. WRIGHT’S HOUSE - JANE’S ROOM - DAY

JANE WRIGHT, a 14-year-old, sits at her desk on a computer 
tapping away at the keyboard.

JULIAN WRIGHT, her 12-year-old brother, eagerly stands next 
to her, playing a video game on his tablet.

The game is called Captain Fisherman. He’s piloting a boat.

Jane points at her monitor and turns her head to Julian.

JANE 
See! Told ya.

Julian looks at the screen, skeptically.

JULIAN
How do you know it’s still there? 

JANE
If someone found it, it would say.
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Julian tilts his head and shrugs his shoulder.

Julian smacks the tablet.

JULIAN
Man, you made me crash.

JANE
You keep playing that stupid game 
but you’ll never be a real boat 
captain.

JULIAN
Maybe not now, but I will... some 
day.

He points at the monitor screen.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
There’s a map.

JANE
Imma print it out.

IN THE PARENTS ROOM

Theresa’s still packing as Mary plays with her dolls.

THERESA
Jane!

Jane walks into the room.

JANE
Yeah?

THERESA
You done packing?

JANE
Been done.

THERESA
Is your brother done packing?

Jane yells out the bedroom door.

JANE
Jules, you done packing?!

THERESA
Really? 
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From outside the room, we hear...

JULIAN (V.O.)
All packed.

THERESA
Help your sister, please.

Jane slumps in rebellion.

JANE
Mom.

Theresa looks at Jane as if to say, “don’t sass me.”

JANE (CONT’D)
Geez. C’mon, knucklehead!

Mary follows Jane out of the room, dolls in hand.

MARY
I’m not a knucklehead.

Theresa answers a RINGING cell phone.

THERESA
Where are you?

JOHN (V.O.)
Ready to leave now.

THERESA
Sure, after I’ve done most of the 
packing.

JOHN (V.O.)
I’m leaving now. I’ll pack what’s 
left. Relax, we’ll be ready by 
tomorrow.

THERESA
Famous last words.

INT. WRIGHT’S HOUSE - MARY’S ROOM - DAY

Jane helps Mary pack.

Julian comes in. 

JULIAN
Did you pack it?
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JANE
No, why?

JULIAN
I want to see it again.

Jane pulls a folded piece of printer paper out of her pocket 
and hands it to Julian.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
What do you think we’ll find?

JANE
Could be anything. It’s pirate 
treasure.

Mary overhears and perks up.

MARY
Pirate Treasure?

Jane grabs the map out of Julian’s hands.

JANE
Now, look what you did.

Jane puts the map back in her pocket and turns to Mary. 

JANE (CONT’D)
You can’t say anything to Mom and 
Dad. Swear it.

Mary looks befuddled at Jane. 

JULIAN
Go ahead.

MARY
I swear.

Jane presses Mary.

JANE
And?

MARY
Cross my heart.

JANE
Hope to die?

MARY
No.
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JULIAN
You have to... or it don’t count.

Jane slides an index finger across her throat.

Mary crosses her fingers behind her back.

Julian sees it.

JULIAN (CONT’D)
No crossing your fingers.

JANE
Let’s see ‘em.

Mary shows her hands.

JULIAN
Now, say it.

MARY
Hope to die.

EXT. WRIGHT’S BACKYARD - DAY

JOHN WRIGHT, a 34-year-old dressed in sweats, stands next to 
Mary with a slingshot in her hand.

JOHN
That’s a good shot.

MARY
But, I missed.

JOHN
You’re just learning. The more you 
practice, the better you’ll get.

Mary takes aim and shoots again. She misses.

MARY
See?

JOHN
Just keep at it. 
BEAT
Are you excited about the cruise?

MARY
Very, very. I dreamed about it last 
night.
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JOHN
Wow! A dream, huh? Was I good 
looking?

Mary laughs as John poses.

MARY
Daddy, you don’t want to know.

JOHN
No bueno?

MARY
What is that?

JOHN
No bueno? It’s Spanish for no good.

MARY
Daddy, what if I swear to keeping a 
secret but I tell it any way?

JOHN
Did you cross your heart.

Mary nods her head.

JOHN (CONT’D)
Hoped to die?

Mary scrunches he mouth and nods her head.

JOHN (CONT’D)
Hmm, then you have to keep it a 
secret. Was that about someone at 
school?

MARY
No.

JOHN
Hmm. Mysterious. It wasn’t with 
mommy, was it?

Mary laughs.

MARY
No, daddy.

John looks relieved. He lifts Mary’s hand to keep practicing.

JOHN
You have to keep the secret, then.
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Mary shoots and hits her target.

Both Mary and John celebrate.

MARY
I hit it!

JOHN
Good job, baby girl. Keep 
practicing.

Mary reloads the slingshot, aims, and hits the target again.

She smiles.

John high-fives her.

JOHN (CONT’D)
You’re a natural.

INT. CRUISE SHIP PIER - DAY

The Wright family paces quickly to the checkpoint, trailing 
their luggage. The massive cruise ship, the Ariel, sits in 
the b.g.

MARY
Wow! It’s so huge.

After checking in, they grin ear-to-ear up the loading plank.

INT. ARIEL'S LOBBY - DAY

The Wright family smile widely as they make their way 
onboard.

It’s filled with Disney and Pixar images of characters. There 
are a number of scenes from their movies decorating the 
lobby. 

Everything’s plush. Bright colors. Soothing and flashing 
lights. Blue carpet with gold-colored swirl designs. 

Disney soundtrack pumping in from the sound system. A 
floating paradise.

Lots of people and crew walk around as passengers get their 
bearings. The crew direct them to find their cabins.
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